





IN THE SHADOW OF MY FAMILY TREE

Originally published in Korean Quarterly, Spring 2004 Volume
7, Number 3.

t all began with Martha Stewart. Yes, the same domestic diva

whose recent decorating consisted of contemplating paint

swatches for a jail cell; a few years back, I was taken with an
issue of her eponymous self-titled magazine. On the front cover
was a gorgeous, original rendering of a family tree. Inside the is-
sue were many more examples, some using tree branches and cut
paper leaves, others with photographs and calligraphy. I have nev-
er been daunted by a Martha Stewart project before, but as much
as [ wanted to, this was one I knew would never be attempted.

Humans are obsessed with their personal histories. What pride
to trace your forefathers to the
Mayflower or a past president or
aking or queen. Witness the nam-
ing of sons after fathers (my hus-
band is the third generation John
in his family). Family names are
important — I named our son Tate
after my maternal grandparents,
the same ones who claim descen-
dency from Oliver Wolcott, who
penned his signature on the Dec-
laration of Independence. There
is a whole industry surrounding
Genealogy; web sites to search,
books on compiling the data,
magazines for the home anthro-
pologist on the most beautiful
and elegant method of presentation. More than mere surnames
or the family schnoz, we desire to pass on to the next generation
family culture, mythology, implied inherited virtues, and a his-
torical context in which to frame the family’s journey.

I am adopted. I am trans-racially and trans-culturally adopted.
What sounds exotic and mysterious to others is just a plain old
fact to me. I was abandoned, found, placed in an orphanage and
adopted a few years later. I have a life story, it’s just that no one
knows what it is. I have spent periods of my life speculating; was
I the product of a young unmarried birthmother, or the youngest
in a poverty-stricken family forced to abandon me because they
could not afford one more mouth to feed, or did my mother die
giving birth to me? What I do know is that I was born sometime
in 1968 in South Korea. That part of my life story is shared by
the thousands of other Koreans adopted as children over the past
fifty years.

I don’t recall having much issue with my lack of personal his-
tory until I had my first child. There were other issues to be sure.

Jae Ran Kim, foster care social worker and author of Harlow's
Monkey.

I was living and calling the people who cared for me my family,
assuming their identities while ignoring mine. My parents say that
when I first came to the U.S. I was very negative towards anything
Korean, especially if someone spoke Korean to me. That is prob-
ably why they never dealt with my cultural heritage in any way
— perhaps they took their cues from a scared and lonely three year
old who had spent more than two thirds of her life in an orphan-
age and just wanted a permanent place to consider home. I was
considered an American, period. I didn’t attend Korean culture
camps, eat Korean food, attend a Korean church or learn to read,
write or speak Korean. I never complained about this, even though
as I reached my teen years it was something I thought about daily.
I didn’t want to seem ungrateful at being given an opportunity to
achieve the American dream.

Personal history only became
a big deal for me when I became
pregnant with my daughter. At
my first prenatal check I had to
fill out a standard medical his-
tory chart. Until my pregnancy
I’d never had a reason to have
regular medical care. Was there
heart disease or breast cancer or
diabetes in my family? Had I had
chicken pox or German measles?
I knew nothing of my personal
medical history from birth to 3
years. As my belly grew so did
the frequency of family history
issues. At my baby shower I re-
ceived a baby book and on the second page, there it was — two sol-
id pages of family history waiting for my pen to fill in the blanks. I
filled in John’s side of the family and my adoptive parents side.

But what is missing says more to me than anything else —
somewhere out there is the rest of my history, the family who will
never have their names documented in my genealogy because I
will never know them. When I was a teenage I often had dreams
about bumping into my twin sister in the midst of a huge crowd of
people. I didn’t have a desire to actively find my biological family
back then, but I was always dreaming about running into them at
the local Dairy Queen or while walking around the lake. In my
dreams, I always knew instinctively know they were my biologi-
cal sister or brother or mother or father, even though I don’t re-
member being able to see their faces. Somehow I just knew.

My Korean name is Kim Jae Ran. That was the extent I knew
about myself until a few years ago when my mother gave me a file

Continued on page 8
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! (_q
(N-/

Although it’s been a quiet year for Korean Focus, we are definitely alive and well and are already planning for events x X %
next year. We therefore hope that you will renew your membership, because your support is what makes all of our
programming possible!

If you have renewed since 10/1/06, your membership is current through 2007. If you are unsure of when you last KOREAN FOCUS
renewed, please send an e-mail to membership@koreanfocus.org for your membership status. You should also
contact us if you have moved or your e-mail address has changed.

There are two ways to renew your Korean Focus Membership. You may renew by postal mail or online. Either way, be sure to submit your e-mail address!

Thanks sincerely for your support!

Two Ways To RENEW

Complete and send this form with your check for $20 Send the information on this form to Korean Focus
(or more if you'd like to make an additional donation) via e-mail at membership@koreanfocus.org
and send to:

Then make your membership dues contribution at:

Korean Focus

c/o Margie Perscheid, Membership Coordinator
1906 Sword Lane

Alexandria, VA 22308

www.koreanfocus.org/membersupport.html

using the Network for Good donation link.

Please make checks payable to Korean Focus.
Do not send cash.

Her Name:

His Name:

Address:

City, State, and Zip:

Home tel: E-mail:
(E-mail addresses are used for announcements only and never sold or shared.)

Please tell us about your children (use another page if necessary):

Name Birth date Birth country

Please share any ideas you'd like and let us know if you would like to help in any way:

I would be interested in serving on the KF Board of Directors:

I'd like to see Korean Focus work on the following activity or kinds of activities:

| can help plan or conduct one event or activity:

ANNUAL DUES: $20 (Checks payable to Korean Focus)

I:l Check Enclosed Send forms and checks to (if applicable) to:
I:l Dues Donation Made Online Korean Focus
c/o Margie Perscheid, Membership Coordinator
I:l heck h . L h 1906 Sword Lane
Check here to give Korean Focus permission to share your Alexandria, VA 22308

U.S. Mail address with the Korea Foundation to receive your
complimentary subscription to Koreana magazine.
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KOREAN FOCUS CHAPTER UPDATES

n the eleven years since Korean Focus was founded in the

Washington, DC area, five Korean Focus chapters, four of

which are still active, have been founded. Like the local DC
Metro group, KF chapters across the country are working to forge
connections with the Korean American community, to give their
member families opportunities to experience Korean culture, and
provide educational programs on adoption and Korean topics. In
the order in which they became chapters, here are the Korean Fo-
cus groups that are active today.

KOREAN FOCUS OF NORTHERN MARYLAND formed
soon after KF Metro DC to offer programs and networking to
families in the Northern Maryland area, including Ellicott City. In
addition to topic programs throughout the year, the KF Northern
MD chapter celebrates an annual Children’s Day with the Church
of the Phillipi in Ellicott City. For more information about Ko-
rean Focus of Northern Maryland, contact dna@fred.net.

KOREAN FOCUS - CINCINNATI started 16 years ago, and
became a Korean Focus group in 1999. KF Cincinnati’s sponsors
a number of annual events, including a New Year Dinner celebra-
tion, Children’s Day picnic and Chusok Festival. Other programs
include monthly “Mom’s Night Out” and “Dad’s Night Out”,
weekly play groups, Mom/daughter or Mom/son evenings, the
Annual Family Ice Cream Social, a bimonthly book club, annual
parents meeting, annual camp-out, and the KF Cincinnati news-
letter. For information about Korean Focus Cincinnati, go to kfcc.
tripod.com or contact sgs82@juno.com.

KOREAN FOCUS NW formed in 2005 from an informal
group of families that had been active for many years with play-
groups, social events, educational and cultural programs and sup-
port for 80-plus families in the greater Seattle area with children
adopted from South Korea. Our goals include outreach to newly

created adoptive families and forming strong bonds between
families built through Korean adoption and the Korean American
community in the Pacific Northwest. Korean Focus NW spon-
sors educational events, such as language and Korean cooking
classes; organizes informal picnics, playgroups, and a popular
family camping trip each August; and celebrates Korean holidays,
including Lunar New Year, the fall harvest festival Chusok, and
Children’s Day in May. For more information see www.koreanfo-
cusnw.org, or write to admin@koreanfocusnw.org

KOREAN FOCUS-INDIANA (KFI) is up and running! This
past summer we held our daylong culture camp, called Camp Ka-
jok. We have been very fortunate to have the Korean Presbyte-
rian Church work very closely with us in developing our cultural
programs and Camp Kajok was no exception. The congregation
donated funding to the camp and volunteered their time and as-
sistance. With about 150 total attendees, who learned how to
write their names in Korean, observed a tackwondo demonstra-
tion team, learned how to fan dance and ate delicious kimchee,
bulgogi, rice cakes and chapchae, the event was a great success.
Through our alliance with Families with Children from China-In-
diana, KFT has recently been able to enjoy a seminar with adoptee
Sherrie Eldridge, who read her book Forever Fingerprints to the
children. Upcoming events include a Christmas Party, Lunar New
Year celebration with the Korean Presbyterian Church, and Play-
shop with Jane Brown, adoption social worker, adoptive parent
and consulting editor for Adoptive Families magazine. For more
information about KFI, visit www.koreanfocusindiana.com, or
email president@koreanfocusindiana.com.

The hard work of each of these chapters brings families in
their areas programs that simply wouldn’t exist without them. It’s
something we all can be proud of! X4
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KOREA HOMELAND TOURS

June 16 — July 1, 2008
June 30 — July 15, 2008 (Tour Full)

Explore your child’s Korean heritage and discover the beauty
and mystery of the Land of the Morning Calm through a unique
16-day tour of Korea. Our professionally guided journey begins in
Seoul, takes us for a weeklong tour of the picturesque countryside,
and then returns to Seoul for a few days of sight seeing, shopping

and other activities. Along the way, your family will learn about
your child’s adoption experience, discover Korea’s history and
culture, and interact with Korean people while sampling life in
different types of communities.

Each tour group is limited to 30 people in order to provide as
much personal attention as possible, such as arranging special vis-
its to your child’s hometown or birth clinic and additional meet-
ings with a foster family.

For more information, please contact:

Michelle S. C. Howard

Phone: 703-485-2497

E-mail: mhoward@koreahomelandtours.com

Web: www.KoreaHomelandTours.com. I3
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| WANT TO HELP!

ave you been looking for a way you can turn your love

and respect for Korean women and children into action?

Giving to your local adoption agency is certainly one
way to make that happen. Here are two more options for your
consideration, both of which offer a way for your to turn your
concern into meaningful support.

KoREAN AGENCY SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMS

Several years ago, Korean Focus began sponsoring a child
through Eastern Social Welfare Society’s sponsorship program in
honor of the retirement of Ted Kim
from ASIA. We provide support to
Lee Sang Hyuk, an intellectually-
challenged eleven-year-old little
boy who lives at the ESWS school
in Pyeongtack. In a recent update,
we learned that Sang Hyuk is a little
boy who prefers to spend him time
alone rather than socializing with the
other children, unless the activity is
something he truly enjoys. Balloon
art is his favorite, and he will always
join into the fun when balloons are a
part of it. Because of his preference
for solitary activities, the teachers
and social workers at Pyeongtak are
working to create opportunities for
Sang Hyuk to connect with the oth-
er children. One of the ways Sang
Hyuk will connect with others is by helping them in one way or
another. He loves to wash dishes, share books with the younger
children, and even change babies’ diapers.

Sponsoring a child isn’t something restricted to organizations,
or to families whose children were placed through ESWS. Sev-
eral of the Korean agencies have sponsorship programs for chil-
dren and single mothers. These programs provide families with
regular updates, as well as opportunities to send gifts from time
to time. For more information about the Korean agency sponsor-
ship programs, visit any of the following webpages and look for
SPONSORSHIP or SUPPORT.

ESWS http://www.eastern.or.kr/eng/htm/home.htm
Holt http://www.holt.or.kr/holten/html/main.htm
SWS http://www.sws.or.kr/english/main.php

Give2ASIA PRoOGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES

Give2 ASIA (http://www.give2asia.org/) is a 501c3 public char-
ity founded to “facilitate and encourage charitable giving to meet
needs in Asia by providing personalized services to donors and re-
cipients.” Give2Asia was started by
The Asia Foundation (http:/www.
asiafoundation.org/) to overcome
challenges associated with giving
overseas. Giving through Give2Asia
allow overseas donations to be tax
deductible. Several Give2Asia pro-
grams provide support to new and
growing programs for single-parent
Korean families and Korean chil-
dren, including SWS and Holt pro-
grams providing services to these:

Ae Ran Won Home

Holt Children’s Services, Inc.
Korea Welfare Foundation
Korea Women’s Associations
United

Korean Women Workers Asso-

ciations

Social Welfare Society, Inc.
The Korea Single Parent Family Support Network

Visit Give2Asia at http://www.give2asia.org/pagel1484.cfm,
and search on KOREA to find the above programs, as well as oth-
ers providing support in other areas.
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FamiLy TREE
from page 3

she had found while cleaning out some boxes. Inside contained
the sum of my whole life Before Adoption — mostly developmen-
tal reports from the orphanage and letters from local politicians
helping speed the adoption process along.

Instead of first steps and first words, my files consists of “Jae
Ran needs a lot more affections for her dark moods”, “Seldom
gets smile as she is so spiritless” and “likes to play with children.
Giggles and plays well.” My early childhood is a series of prog-
ress reports. How strange it was to read what someone thought
of me as a baby. | often wonder what it was like for my birth
mother or family to give me up. They wanted me to be safe so
they abandoned me close to the local police. I wondered if they
ever thought of me. When both of my children passed the age |
was when I’d been abandoned I had a minor soul shaking. It was
incomprehensible to me to have held on to my babies for fourteen
months, then think about abandoning them.

My daughter Lucie was born in the image of her dad. From the
beginning I was obsessed with who she looked like. Did she have
my eyes? She had my nose. Her face shape and hair color were
definitely not like mine. She had her dad’s skin color, eyebrows
and curly hair. I assumed she would have the shock of thick,
coarse inky black hair typical of Asians, not the fine, curly light
brown hair from her paternal side of the family. All my friends
and family members said it too; she looks just like her daddy.

Lunar New Year 2007

This upset me. I’d spent my whole life standing out, the only
dark head in family photographs. I wanted my children to at least
resemble me. But as my kids grow, I begin to see myself more
and more in them. I see my nose, and my smile too. I was going
through some photos recently when I found one that I couldn’t
believe was me, it looked exactly like my son.

My family tree is starting to fill up under me; the names of
my children are the first small sprouts of new growth. I’ve in-
cluded my adoptive family’s history for the baby books because
after all, they are the ones who have been the known part of my
kid’s lives.

However there are spiritual blanks where the Kim family’s
names should be. I see the personal history and family I don’t
know as the shadow of my family tree — not the big leafy one
represented by my adoptive family and their history, but as the
strong silent presence fluttering behind it. My adoptive family is
the one who guided and raised me, shaping my character; but my
biological family is my instinct.

I hope that somewhere on the other side of the world is the
family whose family tree has a shadow space on a branch where
my name should be.

As one of the 200,000 children sent from South Korea for the
purposes of adoption, and now as a social worker working with
youth in foster care, Jac Ran Kim constantly seeks to expand her
knowledge and understanding of the life-long ramifications of
adoption through her blog, Harlow’s Monkey (http://harlowmon-
key.typepad.com/). CXd

Happy Holidays

and All The Very Best

to You And Your Families
in 2008

From Everyone at

Korean Focus
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PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES

LINK: LiBerty IN NoRTH KOREA

LiNK is a non-profit, non-partisan, non-ethnic and non-re-
ligious group whose sole mission is to further human rights in
North Korea. LiNK’s work includes awareness, advocacy, and ac-
tivism on behalf of the people of North Korea. It was founded in
March 2004 at the KASCON XVIII (Korean American Students)
Conference held at Yale University, as leaders, young and old,
gathered together and dedicated themselves to the cause of be-
coming voices for the voiceless. LiNK relies completely on pri-
vate donations, and does not accept funding from governments or
political parties. As such, the organization has full independence
and flexibility in its policies and is empowered to make objective
and impartial recommendations. LiNK’s website at http://www.
linkglobal.org/ provides information about LiNK’s programs and
activities, as well as information on donating to the LiNK cause
and joining the LiNK e-newsletter.

A review of North Korea’s 2007 nuclear disablement and dis-
closure

Sponsored by the KORUS House of the Embassy of the Re-
public of Korea

http://www.koreaemb.org/

Guest Speaker: David Albright, President and Founder, Insti-
tute for Science and International Security (ISIS)

Date: Thursday, December 20th, 2007

Time: 11 am — 1 pm

Location: KORUS House Conference Room, 2370 Massachu-
setts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008

Parking is limited - KORUS House is a 15 minutes walk from
DuPont Circle metro

Light Korean lunch will be provided

An often quoted authority on suspect nuclear programs world-
wide, including North Korea, physicist David Albright has par-
ticipated in past UN weapons investigations, testified before
Congress on global nuclear issues, and trained U.S. government
officials in nonproliferation policy making. His comments have
appeared in The New York Times, the Washington Post, News-
week, reports by the BBC, CNN, and NBC, and numerous other
outlets. The private scientific institute he founded, ISIS, regularly
produces detailed reports and analyses of major nuclear issues
based on satellite imagery, research, and the best available intel-
ligence, including the clandestine development and capabilities
of North Korea, recent activities in Syria, and other hotspots. As
the first non governmental inspector in Iraq in 1996, Albright was
tasked with evaluating the veracity of that country’s declaration of

nuclear assets; a similar declaration is to be made by North Korea
by the end of 2007.

For more information, to RSVP, or to join the KORUS House
mailing list:

Adam Wojciechowicz

(202) 587 - 6168

AWoj@KoreaEmb.org

Voices oF ADOPTION
http://voicesofadoption.rainbowkids.com/

This great website by Martha Osborne of Rainbow Kids (http://
www.rainbowkids.com/) brings the writings of first parents,
adoptees, adoptive parents and adoption professionals together in
place where you can search through them by topic and author.
Once on the Rainbow Kids or Voices of Adoption site, be sure to
sign up for the weekly newsletter.

INC.A.S.E. ENEWSLETTER

The Center for Adoption Support and Education has made its
newsletter, InC.A.S.E., available online. Sign up at http://www.
adoptionsupport.org/ to keep up with C.A.S.E. programs and
events.

JUMP ARRIVES IN NEW YORK CiTY!

JUMP, the Korean martial arts hit, has arrived in New York
City! Described as a show where “martial arts meets comedy,”
this show is one the whole family will love. Information about the
show is available on the JUMP website at http://jumpnewyorkcity.
com/. As the website says, JUMP is “one-part silent comedy, one-
part kung fu flick and one-part gymnastic display, every ounce of
it thrill-filled entertainment.” Don’t miss it!

ApoPTIVE FAMILIES MAGAZINE BENEFITS KF

If you would like to subscribe to Adoptive Families, or your
subscription needs renewal, consider participating in the Ko-
rean Focus Adoptive Families Magazine subscription program.
For every subscription made at the Adoptive Families KF pro-
gram website at http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/order/index.
php?aff=P09146, Korean Focus receives a $5 donation. It’s an
easy way to help us out, and to enjoy the benefits of and Adoptive
Families Magazine subscription at the same time. X4
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COMING NEXT YEAR WITH KOREAN FOCUS

Ithough it’s been a quiet year for Korean Focus, we’re
Aalive and well and already planning 2008 activities. The

year will begin with the annual Lunar New Year Celebra-
tion Korean Focus co-sponsors with the Chung Choon Young
Foundation and the Korean United Methodist Church of Greater
Washington.

One of our members has stepped to the plate and would like
to help coordinate a Korean cultural day in the spring. This will
be a great opportunity for adoptive families to experience Korean
culture and community.

Your ideas and help are both welcome and needed, so if you
would like to help with either of these large programs, or with
the smaller ones we conduct throughout the year, email member-
ship@koreanfocus.org. Look for updates on dates and times on
the Korean Focus Calendar page (http://www.koreanfocus.org/
calendar.html) and in the Korean Focus eBulletin.

To do any of our programs requires your support, so we hope
you will consider renewing your membership. A membership re-
newal form is on page xxx. Thanks for your support! EId

Don’t Miss the 2008 Korean Focus / CCYF Lunar New Year Celebration!

The date will be finalized after the first of the year, so look for
announcements or visit www.koreanfocus.org for updates!

Korean Focus
1906 Sword Lane

I‘ o w Alexandria, VA 22308

KoREAN Focus
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